Chat Log from Webinar:  “Formative Assessment: Improving Teaching and Learning”

December 10, 2008

Wed Dec 10 13:26:03 2008 rtyler Main Room said 
Greetings from the Mid-Atlantic Comprehensive Center 

Wed Dec 10 13:26:24 2008 Bowman_School Main Room said 

Hello All from Massachusetts 

Wed Dec 10 13:26:31 2008 lizzettef Main Room said 

Group from Montgomery Public schools is on 

Wed Dec 10 13:27:08 2008 jessicaelledge Main Room said 

Research, Accountability, and Assessment Consultant for Key Data Systems 

Wed Dec 10 13:27:17 2008 Nina_Arshavsky Main Room said 

Nina Arshavsky - Senior Research Specialist at SERVE, research on school reform 

Wed Dec 10 13:27:28 2008 Dawn Main Room said 

researcher 

Wed Dec 10 13:27:29 2008 guest Main Room said 

Greetings from Iowa! 

Wed Dec 10 13:27:53 2008 assessmentguy Main Room said 

way in Iowa? I'm in Sioux City 

Wed Dec 10 13:28:04 2008 assessmentguy Main Room said 

oops....where? not way.. 

Wed Dec 10 13:28:19 2008 guest Main Room said 

Bettendorf 

Wed Dec 10 13:28:39 2008 Carlos_Martinez Main Room said 

Hello from the New Mexico Public Education Dept. 

Wed Dec 10 13:28:58 2008 gingernownes Main Room said 

Measured Progress, representatives from many departments 

Wed Dec 10 13:29:32 2008 jduffie Main Room said 

Please remember to call into the 1-866-939-0190 

Wed Dec 10 13:29:37 2008 jduffie Main Room said 

The pin is 894-7100# 

Wed Dec 10 13:29:49 2008 martinre Main Room said 

Hello from sunny Florida 

Wed Dec 10 13:30:48 2008 jduffie Main Room said 

Thank you everyone for introducing yourself 

Wed Dec 10 13:31:31 2008 Sharon_Patterson Main Room said 

it can be an informal daily assessment that informs and guides instruction 

Wed Dec 10 13:32:09 2008 guest Main Room said 

‘‘(20A) FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT.—The term ‘formative assessment’ means an assessment process that— ‘‘(A) is used for purposes for which it is valuable and reliable; ‘‘(B) is consistent with relevant professional standards; ‘‘(C) is aligned to current State and content standards; ‘‘(D) is included in an ongoing and continuous assessment process; ‘‘(E) is integrated with instructional practice; ‘‘(F) provides information to guide teaching and learning and to identify appropriate interventions; ‘‘(G) provides teachers, students, and parents with ongoing, targeted information regarding strengths and weaknesses in order to improve student learning; and ‘‘(H) guides professional development and curriculum needs.’’. This is the definition in the discussion draft of House Ed Committee to reauthorize ESEA 

Wed Dec 10 13:34:22 2008 Nancy Main Room said 

Where is the phone#? 

Wed Dec 10 13:34:48 2008 schoolsmovingup_staf Main Room said 

1-866-939-0190; pin no. 894-7100# 

Wed Dec 10 13:36:38 2008 cshade Main Room said 

"The glue"...GREAT ANSWER!!! :) May I use your quote? 

Wed Dec 10 13:36:55 2008 jduffie Main Room said 

if you need any tech help please hi on jduffie on the right hadn side of the screen 

Wed Dec 10 13:42:15 2008 jduffie Main Room said 

Please feel free to use the chat area to share with each other as well as make comments and/or ask questions. 

Wed Dec 10 13:42:54 2008 Ginna_Glover Main Room said 

cshade, yes you may use the quote. 

Wed Dec 10 13:43:39 2008 cshade Main Room said 

:) THANKS. 

Wed Dec 10 13:43:43 2008 assessmentguy Main Room said 

Yes! I'm in Iowa! 

Wed Dec 10 13:43:58 2008 LisaRose_Blanchette Main Room said 

in working with teachers and districts we have found that our students appreciate having the learning goals established and when they deconstruct them they are even more engaged 

Wed Dec 10 13:44:30 2008 Pam Main Room said 

This sounds a lot like what SIOP calls Content and Language Objectives. 

Wed Dec 10 13:44:44 2008 LisaRose_Blanchette Main Room said 

it dovetails with SIOP 

Wed Dec 10 13:45:03 2008 LisaRose_Blanchette Main Room said 

Hi Margaret 

Wed Dec 10 13:45:42 2008 schoolsmovingup_staf Main Room said 

Sheltered Instruction Observation Protocol 

Wed Dec 10 13:46:32 2008 schoolsmovingup_staf Main Room said 

We have archived webinars on SIOP that you may view after this webinar is finished: http://www.schoolsmovingup.net/webinars/siop2 

Wed Dec 10 13:47:27 2008 schoolsmovingup_staf Main Room said 

Dear Participants, I am creating a list of research articles mentioned by the presenters and will post them to the event record tomorrow. 

Wed Dec 10 13:47:33 2008 Pam Main Room said 

Here is the SIOP website: http://www.cal.org/siop/ 

Wed Dec 10 13:56:22 2008 Grace_Kelley Main Room said 

grace kelley: it kicked off again. please mark present to webinar so that I can fill out evaluation form. thank you. 

Wed Dec 10 13:58:18 2008 marguerette Main Room said 

I signed on late so I may have missed this portion: How do formative assessments actually increase student learning? 

Wed Dec 10 13:58:42 2008 Donna_ Main Room said 

The slides are not advancing. 

Wed Dec 10 14:00:17 2008 assessmentguy Main Room said 

Is there any way to download this presentation so that we can actually read this slide. They are hard to read. 

Wed Dec 10 14:01:09 2008 LisaRose_Blanchette Main Room said 

Marguerette - Formative Assessment is a process not a product 

Wed Dec 10 14:01:30 2008 jduffie Main Room said 

Bailey and Heritage archive webinar presentation is at http://www.schoolsmovingup.net/cs/wested/view/e/3046 

Wed Dec 10 14:01:37 2008 LisaRose_Blanchette Main Room said 

Assessments can be used formatively 

Wed Dec 10 14:03:41 2008 jduffie Main Room said 

Thanks everyone for sharing 

Wed Dec 10 14:06:52 2008 LisaRose_Blanchette Main Room said 

there is no pre-service of which we are aware 

Wed Dec 10 14:07:04 2008 jduffie Main Room said 

Please feel free to share your responses to this slide on implications 

Wed Dec 10 14:07:21 2008 BERTHA Main Room said 

Teachers at our school are piloting the KLT program. 

Wed Dec 10 14:07:29 2008 LisaRose_Blanchette Main Room said 

KLT? 

Wed Dec 10 14:07:30 2008 cshade Main Room said 

KLT?\ 

Wed Dec 10 14:07:47 2008 BERTHA Main Room said 

Keeping Learning on Track 

Wed Dec 10 14:08:01 2008 Kentucky Main Room said 

Crafting policies that support formative assessment will be difficult in a local-control state 

Wed Dec 10 14:08:11 2008 BERTHA Main Room said 

no, South Carolina 

Wed Dec 10 14:09:11 2008 Keith_Speers Main Room said 

...and don't forget the need to navigate teacher unions 

Wed Dec 10 14:09:25 2008 marguerette Main Room said 

Will we talk about how to design successful formative assessments? 

Wed Dec 10 14:09:27 2008 Kentucky Main Room said 

We're hoping to support local districts through a system of effective professional development 

Wed Dec 10 14:09:36 2008 jeff_lane Main Room said 

What cooleges/universities provide solid pre-service training in assessment,especially FA? 

Wed Dec 10 14:09:46 2008 LisaRose_Blanchette Main Room said 

well if you approach the unions first, i would think you could get them in your corner 

Wed Dec 10 14:09:56 2008 Pam Main Room said 

And, if we have policies about this, it should be worked into teacher evaluation tools as well. Not an easy process. 

Wed Dec 10 14:10:05 2008 Kim_Bailey Main Room said 

w 

Wed Dec 10 14:10:26 2008 LisaRose_Blanchette Main Room said 

exactly, Pam 

Wed Dec 10 14:11:00 2008 bgelrod Main Room said 

Good instruction shouldn't have to be political and that means formative assessment is what should be done . It's all about the "kids" 

Wed Dec 10 14:11:05 2008 rzamora Main Room said 

Will the Powerpoint be archived for public access so we may retrieve on a later date? 

Wed Dec 10 14:11:36 2008 LisaRose_Blanchette Main Room said 

but education IS political - can't escape that bgelrod 

Wed Dec 10 14:11:45 2008 jduffie Main Room said 

Yes the event is archive and polls are posted on the site at http://www.schoolsmovingup.net/webinars/formassess 

Wed Dec 10 14:11:47 2008 Kim_Bailey Main Room said 

Our district has created the expectation that grade level and course teams create and utilize common formative assessments...this gets them on the path and engages them in meaningful conversations. It's a slow start, but with each CFA that's developed by a team, analyzed, and the results are acted upon, it builds momentum. 

Wed Dec 10 14:12:45 2008 MargaretHeritage Main Room said 

that's a great start Kim! Don't forget that the locus of control with formative assessment rests with teachers- they decide whom to assess, when to assess and why to assess 

Wed Dec 10 14:12:47 2008 Jwhite Main Room said 

Kim, are the teams that are creating those CFA collaborating across schools 

Wed Dec 10 14:13:18 2008 jeff_lane Main Room said 

It seems like it would be difficult to develop "common" FA since classes and situations vary day-to-day and class-to-class 

Wed Dec 10 14:13:38 2008 MargaretHeritage Main Room said 

Yes, I agree with Jeff. 

Wed Dec 10 14:14:06 2008 LisaRose_Blanchette Main Room said 

exactly! 

Wed Dec 10 14:14:40 2008 Jwhite Main Room said 

My concern is the time constraints of creating all of those formative assessments. I think they would be different between classrooms, but not completely unique from one another 

Wed Dec 10 14:15:02 2008 Pam Main Room said 

And since the assessment is supposed to be student-centered and student-driven. How do we then make these 'common'? 

Wed Dec 10 14:15:05 2008 LisaRose_Blanchette Main Room said 

I would not create common formative assessments 

Wed Dec 10 14:15:08 2008 Kim_Bailey Main Room said 

They are beginning by collaborating within the schools. They collectively determine the skills/concepts that they want to target and then establish a common pacing for their instruction. Then they give a common formative assessment (not necessarily a huge thing) which is then analyzed by them within their collaborative time. 

Wed Dec 10 14:15:10 2008 Jwhite Main Room said 

There likely would and should be overlap between classes when teaching the same standard 

Wed Dec 10 14:15:23 2008 Nancy Main Room said 

Yes 

Wed Dec 10 14:15:37 2008 rtyler Main Room said 

Have students demonstrate knowledge in project or exercise 

Wed Dec 10 14:15:38 2008 mary_ann Main Room said 

creating quick quizzes are relatively simple and provide load of information 

Wed Dec 10 14:16:00 2008 LisaRose_Blanchette Main Room said 

that is how i would go about it - simple quizzes 

Wed Dec 10 14:16:15 2008 Norm_Schille Main Room said 

Formative assessments can be developed on the fly. They are as easy as asking a question and looking for responses. 

Wed Dec 10 14:16:25 2008 MargaretHeritage Main Room said 

If they are well designed they can - but remember that FA is to give insights into how learning is developing. A lot of quizzes I have seen don't do this. 

Wed Dec 10 14:16:35 2008 rochelle Main Room said 

and should be if they are truly teaching to the same standards 

Wed Dec 10 14:16:38 2008 molli_sipe Main Room said 

yes, collaboration is the key... 

Wed Dec 10 14:16:41 2008 Sally_and_Keith Main Room said 

we like to talk about common formative assessment or assessment for learning experiences (e.g., small assessment "events") that can follow an agreed-on common lesson or learning experience 

Wed Dec 10 14:16:58 2008 hedako Main Room said 

my comments didnt make it in but I think that quick writes, 10/2 discussions, reciprocal teaching, etc are efferctive 

Wed Dec 10 14:17:27 2008 Renee_Pope Main Room said 

What is commit and toss? 

Wed Dec 10 14:17:55 2008 Diane_Kristel Main Room said 

Can we copy the list of strategies that you just posted? 

Wed Dec 10 14:18:10 2008 Nancy Main Room said 

I really like reciprocal teaching! 

Wed Dec 10 14:18:14 2008 MargaretHeritage Main Room said 

Yes, they will be in the archive 

Wed Dec 10 14:18:22 2008 Pam Main Room said 

Diane, I just copied and pasted it into word and it worked fine. 

Wed Dec 10 14:18:27 2008 schoolsmovingup_staf Main Room said 

I will post the comments from the polls on the event record tomorrow. 

Wed Dec 10 14:18:29 2008 jduffie Main Room said 

Yes, all the polls, responses and the chat log will be posted on the event website 

Wed Dec 10 14:19:08 2008 Kentucky Main Room said 

It's from Paige Keeley's formative assessment book (NSTA). Students write their responses to a question on an anonymous sheet, then toss them around the room a few times. Studentsz are then free to share the response they get and not be emotionally involved when they discuss it, since it isn't their' answer. 

Wed Dec 10 14:19:32 2008 jeff_lane Main Room said 

I guess I can see that now. It's how we use the assessment, rather than its form. We need to be careful that "common" FA don't become graded assessments. 

Wed Dec 10 14:20:48 2008 Pmwolff Main Room said 

Yes, Jeff! It is difficult to move teachers away from the "comfort" of grading everything. Too much testing and not enough assessment! 

Wed Dec 10 14:20:51 2008 Kim_Bailey Main Room said 

Absolutely...we don't promote the use of grades at all on these...it's about the feedback (specific, timely, etc.) that's provided to students, and the use of the evidence that teachers get (to design re-teaching, provide interventions, etc.) 

Wed Dec 10 14:22:17 2008 M_Biggerstaff Main Room said 

What is POE? 

Wed Dec 10 14:23:01 2008 BERTHA Main Room said 

predict, observe, and explain 

Wed Dec 10 14:23:03 2008 Kentucky Main Room said 

Are these examples being shared what some of you meant by'common formative assessments'? 

Wed Dec 10 14:23:25 2008 jeff_lane Main Room said 

Sounds good. If we have the same desired results (UbD) across classrooms, then we could share common FA. 

Wed Dec 10 14:23:35 2008 MargaretHeritage Main Room said 

Rather than thinking about re-teaching, I suggest teachers think about how they can build on students current levels - where they are currently in their learning in relation to goals. In FA teachers are trying to figure out the zone of proximal development. 

Wed Dec 10 14:27:22 2008 daniella Main Room said 

shouldn't part of formative assessment also be feedback on the assessment itself? 

Wed Dec 10 14:28:25 2008 jeff_lane Main Room said 

I guess you might also note that common assessments may be shared by teachers of common courses, but they would not be the ONLY FA used in their classes - just some to provide common ground for discussion. 

Wed Dec 10 14:28:43 2008 MargaretHeritage Main Room said 

Not sure what you mean, Daniella. 

Wed Dec 10 14:29:11 2008 MargaretHeritage Main Room said 

Good suggestion, Jeff 

Wed Dec 10 14:29:32 2008 rzamora Main Room said 

Developing the quesiotn for the desired answer seems to be one of the initial challenges. For example the shaded quesiton may be answered in several ways. 

Wed Dec 10 14:29:46 2008 NWRCC Main Room said 

Analysis of student work is so difficult if teachers don't have sufficient content knowledge. 

Wed Dec 10 14:29:47 2008 daniella Main Room said 

that reflection on the assessment used should be part of interpreting the information gathered but that makes the process even more time-consuming. 

Wed Dec 10 14:29:54 2008 Jwhite Main Room said 

I think that is a good way to think about it Jeff. 

Wed Dec 10 14:32:00 2008 MargaretHeritage Main Room said 

It's valuable to reflect on the nature of the assessment in the sense of is it giving you the information you wanted to have about learning. 

Wed Dec 10 14:32:06 2008 Pam Main Room said 

The question is what to do next when you get both the previously mentioned responses. 

Wed Dec 10 14:32:54 2008 MargaretHeritage Main Room said 

Yes, Pam - that is critical and depends on content and pedagogical content knowledge. 

Wed Dec 10 14:33:51 2008 Catherine_Neff Main Room said 

Can we be given links to some of the research that is available on the internet? 

Wed Dec 10 14:34:17 2008 jduffie Main Room said 

Thanks everyone for sharing today 

Wed Dec 10 14:34:40 2008 MargaretHeritage Main Room said 

Yes, they are all available on the AACC website which I will provide at the end of the webinar. 

Wed Dec 10 14:34:56 2008 schoolsmovingup_staf Main Room said 

Catherine_Neff and participants, I will be posting links to the research in the resource list that you will be able to download tomorrow from the URL for this webinar. 

Wed Dec 10 14:35:41 2008 Brian_Goldman Main Room said 

It would be interesting to see video clips of students and teachers engaging in formative assessments. Are there any available? 

Wed Dec 10 14:35:41 2008 Pam Main Room said 

How do we, as leaders, teach teachers to assess and analyze the assessment in this manner? 

Wed Dec 10 14:36:37 2008 Kentucky Main Room said 

Brian-we're working on producing some. That's why this group was assembled. 

Wed Dec 10 14:37:03 2008 MargaretHeritage Main Room said 

There are some from the UK - however, I am currently trying to get funding so that we can get some good US video - we definitely need examples! 

Wed Dec 10 14:37:05 2008 jeff_lane Main Room said 

ASCD has a good video-based series on FA 

Wed Dec 10 14:37:20 2008 NWRCC Main Room said 

The 4th grade example of feedback is not feedback, it is criteria for a successful performance 

Wed Dec 10 14:37:28 2008 bgelrod Main Room said 

Perhaps as leaders we could work with teachers and model the process in their classroom 

Wed Dec 10 14:37:32 2008 Shannon_Depew Main Room said 

The descriptive feedback examples were rather lengthy. Is it reasonable to expect teachers to write all that on each student's work? Will examples of shorter describptive feedback be given? 

Wed Dec 10 14:37:33 2008 M_Biggerstaff Main Room said 

Would you say effective formative assessment is applied to higher order thinking rather than knowledge level types of learning? 

Wed Dec 10 14:37:39 2008 LisaRose_Blanchette Main Room said 

We have some in AZ 

Wed Dec 10 14:37:42 2008 Ruth_Anne_Hodges Main Room said 

Formative assessment can be based on student work around rich tasks, not simply on assessments. As the last few examples suggest the teacher is providing feedback on tasks not on assessment 

Wed Dec 10 14:38:06 2008 NWRCC Main Room said 

The student example shows feedback. But is it connected to the criteria in the previous slide? 

Wed Dec 10 14:38:11 2008 LisaRose_Blanchette Main Room said 

Teachers modeling strategies, that is 

Wed Dec 10 14:38:13 2008 MargaretHeritage Main Room said 

The tasks are the assessment as well. 

Wed Dec 10 14:44:01 2008 Ruth_Anne_Hodges Main Room said 

Right - we don't always have to design formative assessments if the learnin task provides the opportunity to gather information. 

Wed Dec 10 14:49:00 2008 Dawn Main Room said 

did you have to get permission to make these available on your website? 

Wed Dec 10 14:49:13 2008 Kathryn Main Room said 

what role does documentation of insights into a studetn's learning have in this process? 

Wed Dec 10 14:50:19 2008 Ellen_Harford Main Room said 

Documentation and record keeping are big concerns 

Wed Dec 10 14:51:40 2008 Pam Main Room said 

Especially when you are a scondary teacher with over 100 students. 

Wed Dec 10 14:51:44 2008 jeff_lane Main Room said 

We need to include extensive collegial time in the work day and year. 

Wed Dec 10 14:51:58 2008 Ellen_Harford Main Room said 

Do you have that time? 

Wed Dec 10 14:52:09 2008 Pam Main Room said 

We have a late start on Wednesdays that has been very effective for this. 

Wed Dec 10 14:52:18 2008 LisaRose_Blanchette Main Room said 

we find time 

Wed Dec 10 14:52:30 2008 schoolsmovingup_staf Main Room said 

For SchoolsMovingUp archived webinars on formative assessment, please see this one by Margaret Heritage and Alison Bailey, http://www.schoolsmovingup.net/webinars/ellformative and this by Robert Anderson, http://www.schoolsmovingup.net/events/formative 

Wed Dec 10 14:52:39 2008 schoolsmovingup_staf Main Room said 

At the end: http://www.schoolsmovingup.net/webinars/formassess Feedback https://www.surveymk.com/s.aspx?sm=0_2bXvTPkV_2fWvnkBovmTFzHQ_3d_3d 

Wed Dec 10 14:52:55 2008 LisaRose_Blanchette Main Room said 

Nice hearing you Margaret :) 

Wed Dec 10 14:53:06 2008 jeff_lane Main Room said 

Not yet - working in that direction - it's a community finance and collective bargainng issue 

Wed Dec 10 14:53:06 2008 schoolsmovingup_staf Main Room said 

https://www.surveymk.com/s.aspx?sm=0_2bXvTPkV_2fWvnkBovmTFzHQ_3d_3d 

Wed Dec 10 14:53:28 2008 schoolsmovingup_staf Main Room said 

You say, "For SchoolsMovingUp archived webinars on formative assessment, please see this one by Margaret Heritage and Alison Bailey, http://www.schoolsmovingup.net/webinars/ellformative and this by Robert Anderson, http://www.schoolsmovingup.net/events/formative " You say, "At the end: http://www.schoolsmovingup.net/webinars/formassess Feedback 

Wed Dec 10 14:53:34 2008 MargaretHeritage Main Room said 

http://datause.cse.ucla.edu 

Wed Dec 10 14:53:45 2008 David_Onsum Main Room said 

A great big THANK YOU!!!! 

Wed Dec 10 14:53:54 2008 Raji Main Room said 

Thanks 

Wed Dec 10 14:54:02 2008 LisaRose_Blanchette Main Room said 

Thank you. 

Wed Dec 10 14:54:22 2008 David_Onsum Main Room said 

Thank you. 

Wed Dec 10 14:54:27 2008 schoolsmovingup_staf Main Room said 

https://www.surveymk.com/s.aspx?sm=0_2bXvTPkV_2fWvnkBovmTFzHQ_3d_3d 

Wed Dec 10 14:54:33 2008 David_Onsum Main Room said 

Thanks again 

Wed Dec 10 14:54:42 2008 David_Onsum Main Room said 

Thanks 

Wed Dec 10 14:54:48 2008 KWilson Main Room said 

Thanks! 

Wed Dec 10 14:54:52 2008 Cathy_Dickerson Main Room said 

Thanks for great reference resources. 

Wed Dec 10 14:54:55 2008 martinre Main Room said 

Thanks 

Wed Dec 10 14:54:57 2008 jeff_lane Main Room said 

Thanks - it was valuable 

Wed Dec 10 14:55:19 2008 Irene Main Room said 

Thanks for a very informative webinar 

Wed Dec 10 14:56:24 2008 Grace_Kelley Main Room said 

is there an evaluation form to complete 

Wed Dec 10 14:56:48 2008 schoolsmovingup_staf Main Room said 

For SchoolsMovingUp archived webinars on formative assessment, please see this one by Margaret Heritage and Alison Bailey, http://www.schoolsmovingup.net/webinars/ellformative and this by Robert Anderson, http://www.schoolsmovingup.net/events/formative 

Wed Dec 10 14:57:00 2008 assessmentguy Main Room said 

Thank you very much! Merry Christmas everyone! 

Wed Dec 10 14:57:02 2008 David_Onsum Main Room said 

Merry Christimas 

Wed Dec 10 14:57:02 2008 schoolsmovingup_staf Main Room said 

https://www.surveymk.com/s.aspx?sm=0_2bXvTPkV_2fWvnkBovmTFzHQ_3d_3d 

Wed Dec 10 14:57:10 2008 A_Bequette Main Room said 

Merry Christmas! 
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