Poll Results:  SchoolsMovingUp Webinar, 3/12/09

“Monitoring Academic Progress Throughout the School Year:  Why, When, & How?”

	Summary

	Poll
	Total Respondents

	Which of the following have proved to be most difficult in your efforts to monitor student achievement?  You may choose more than one.
	87

	Open Response
	19

	Open Response:  Which of these elements of effective implementation…
	39

	Open Response:  Identify your most significant difficulties…
	55

	Poll:  Follow up
	103

	Poll:  Who is on the webinar?
	68

	Open-ended:  Do you have any questions and/or comments on the information covered?
	19


	Poll:  Who is on the webinar? (68 total respondents)

	school teacher
	5

	school or district administrator
	22

	professional development provider
	10

	State Department of Education administrator
	7

	technical assistance provider
	4

	teacher educator
	3

	Other (please describe and type into the chat)
	17


	Poll:  Follow Up (103 total respondents)

	Teleconference call
	8

	Email Discussion
	15

	Same Webinar Format (i.e. traditional-phone, chat)
	63

	New Webinar (interactive voice over the internet with chat etc)
	26

	Other (type into chat area)
	9


	Poll:  Which of the following have proved to be most difficult in your efforts to monitor student achievement?  You may choose more than one (87 total respondents)

	assessment for accountability
	14

	assessment for program evaluation and improvement
	35

	assessment for diagnosis and placement of students
	20

	assessment of instructional success
	45

	assessment of ongoing student growth, individual
	38

	assessment of ongoing student growth, by subgroup
	22

	obtaining timely, useful results to improve instruction and increase achievement (formative)
	58

	obtaining comparable standards-based results for grading and as indicators of student mastery (summative)
	25


	Question:
Please identify your most significant difficulties with the timeliness of results. (55 total respondents)


	Response 

	I see the visuals but no voice

	LOGISTICS! Time to administer, people to score and enter into database.

	Technology

	State results come many months after they would be useful. E.g. CELDT

	Technology to assist with information, and disaggregated information.

	results return in spring and summer and staff don't have time to meet and place students in programs

	Teacher willingness to learn and utilize the tools provided for assessment and analysis.

	Teachers not accessing available progess monitoring data to use to make instructional decisions.

	assessments of quality taking too long for teachers to use with each individual student-not practial

	Michigan scores come out in winter. There is little time to work on grade level standards before the end of the school year.

	Assessments that might give us information about our program are often done by the state and we do not get the results until we are well into the next school year.

	Collaboration time to read data.

	Getting everyone on the same schedule and actually giving the test in a timely manner. 

	If the we are judged on our test results, and if best practices are to have immediate/timely results, why cant the State get it together?

	Being secondary (w/ 150 students), it is difficult to keep the turn-around quick enough that the results are relevant.

	Although our local assessments results are available online, teachers do not access them. They seem to wait unitl we provide them with a printed copy in a formal context.

	the school administration and teachers ability to have the time to analyze things and question their results mid-year testing inhibits ownership of the results 

	We can analyze a school's progress until the fall of the following year.

	If we use common assessments then gather to analyze results after the assessment is finished, often we've moved on from this subject. We get the what, but the so what or now what is what get's tricky - how to use the data immediately in the classroom.

	Even when information is gathered three times throughout the school year, the data is usually presented in a summative format at the end of the year and not likely shared with teaching staff, rather shared with administrators who are not directly involved in directing teaching and instruction.

	Due to the overwhelming amount of paperwork, when I was a teacher, I was not able to return papers in a timely manner. Meaningful assessments that show critical thinking (e.g., paragraphs or essays on tests) drag out the time necessary to grade.

	Getting everyone to submit accurate data in a timely fashion.

	Results are not available for key meetings and Annual Reviews and for program planning

	It's al too time consuming. 

	Turning around the data quickly enough in a use-friendly format so that teachers can promptly adjust instruction.

	Need to designate and create time to enter data and provide this data to teachers; without making the time for this, it just doesn't happen in an effective, timely manner. 

	Setting up systems and the organization of collecting PM booklets and graphing, returning to interventionists the information to help with instruction.

	Unfortunately, we have common summative assessments but the teachers are using these results as a means to grade students for report cards and not using them to guide or plan their instruction. 

	staff

	one or a few persons are assigned a huge job. thus, the results are delayed. or the "right" people don't have time to meet to hear the results

	Standardized Tests aren't received back in a timely manner Difficulties of using the assessments and how it connects to the curriculum

	Most of our teachers do not monitor the students' progress accept at the beginning and the end of the school year. Most of the feedback on student's progress is from standardized tests done once a year.

	Total participation from all sites.

	results are not always published to teachers and staff results are not always informative enough to determine what the student needs (ie. reading abilities, math needs, etc.)

	Getting accurate interpretation of state test scores by reporters. 

	I have so many students, all at different places with their learning and understanding, so I'm never sure how to find out where each is, and help each child move toward their learning objective during class; helping each one is so difficult with 30 or more kids. 

	Results in high-stakes assessments are based on students in previous year.

	State assessment takes 4 months before results are available. Our district benchmark program yields very timely results.

	If teachers don't have access to results in a timely manner, teacher can not properly reteach, particularly individual item questions.

	Alignment between the instruction (curriculum) and the benchmark assessment. Timeliness isn't as much the problem as alignment.

	For our common or benchmark assessment, using the computer for on-line assessments depend on the availability of enough computers. Alternatively, to use scantron type of forms require either scanners at each school or they overwhelm the central office. 

	Having time to quickly analyze the results

	We administer standards based benchmark tests at the end of the trimester. Most teachers use them for grades, but not for guiding instruction, differentiating, intervening, etc. Maybe they should be given at the beginning of the trimester isntead.

	year round schools have different tracks that make sharing timely data hard 

	Technological infrastructure -- bandwidth, computer memory, internet access -- 

	Timeliness isn't a problem for us. We use Edusoft so teachers get results right after they scan their answer sheets. Data is exported at the end of every testing window and their our department runs customized district and school summary reports for district leadership several days later.

	Backing this up even further for formative assessments, often they have not been appropriately modified for the English proficiency levels of English language learners (ELLs). Therefore, the results, whenever they arrive, are not accurate.

	District Office limited in size and resources to respond in a timely fashion in processing assessments for all sites.

	State assessments allow teachers for reflection on the past school year...does help with incoming class, however, does not typically translate in the case of school transition in many districts relying on diagnostic tests (for example, elem. to middle school). 

	The same issues as Bob mentioned

	Too late to be of use even in next year's placement. Too late and require much disaggregation before useful to teachers.

	Having short enough, standards specific, assessments given every couple of weeks are needed in order to use the results for instructional effectiveness.

	Progress monitoring for formative assessment can be difficult and time consuming. Co-taught classes can help provide the time needed.

	Because of the lag time, teachers do not see the results of their own students...new school year, new students....

	we struggle with teachers providing immediate feedback and correcting 


	Question:
Do you have any questions and/or comments on the information covered? (19 total respondents)


	Response 

	N/A 

	Thank you!

	Thank you - good session.

	Thank you the information and opportunity to see this as such a large national issue.

	waht are some exapmles of assessments that are 'easy' to implement and implement within the realistic nature of classrooms 

	Do you have a tool to help us map out this process?

	Mahalo nui loa from Hawaii. Thank you for the presentation and the great dialogue.

	What districts have systems in place where we can learn from their work?

	How can school psychologists contribute to the process of implementing and improving an accelerated learning system? 

	Is it necessary for the Progress Monitor measure match the screening tool?

	Look foward to follow-up.

	A lot of good information and I'm interested in learning more. I would especially like to know some simple places to start the work.

	Nice presentation. I think the more we discuss and collaborate the greater the chances of success. Knowledge and then action....

	Could you provide some insight on how parents and the community as a whole can be brought into to this particular process (Accelerated Learning Systems)? Thanks.

	How would you start the process of teacher buy-in - how do you get them to see they need to make changes, especially when the data is not available often that shows what they need to see? 

	I would like to see a follow-up that involves parents in the process.

	I would like information on what the current research tells us about formative assessment, how to ensure that local assessments developed are valid and reliable, how to develop appropriate items, and recommended timing for ongoing assessment for ELD.

	How do you continue moving through content and follow pacing while still using the data collected to guide and further your instructional practices? We have a system that analyzes data, but teachers do not use the results in a way that adjusts their instructional practice. They seem to be "married" or "stuck to the pacing plans. 

	We needs some good examples of successful districts w/ intervention programs, especially with RtI. Also provide more info about the writing assessment suggested by the presenter.
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